
Year 2 Literacy Tasks 

Task 1: Describing Settings 

What do you notice about the setting below?  How would you describe it?   

What do you think you might be able to hear or feel if you were here? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the sentences below. What do you notice about how the setting is described?  

What types of vocabulary has the writer used to create this setting description? 

How does their description make you feel? 

Peacefully, a gentle wind swept across the tropical island. The 

clear, blue waves lapped onto the smooth rocks that fringed the 

golden beach. White clouds, like balls of cotton wool, floated 

across the sky. 



Task 1: Describing Settings 

Now have a look at this setting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How is it different and similar to the other setting?  

 

Create a word web to describe it . 

You could use your senses to help 

you.  

OR,  

 

Have a go at changing the mood of the first description to fit with this setting.  

Can you create a scary setting description by using different vocabulary?    

…….….., a…………...wind swept across the …………..island. The 

……………, ………....waves………..onto the……….…rocks that 

fringed the………….beach.  …...……….clouds, 

like……………………………….…, ………………..across the sky. 



Task 2: Rockabilly Island Mission 

Follow the link below to where you 

will see a video showing Rockabilly 

Island.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=LWs_xC3Cfmg   

 

In the video… 

What did you see?        What did you notice?      How would you describe the 

island? 

Your job is to find out as much as you can about the Mysterious Island of 

Rockabilly, and describe it as thoughtfully as you can in the ship’s log for your 

captain to read. You may need to watch the video a few times and write notes 

on what you see.  

Use this mini Island Description Tool Kit to help you write your Ship’s Log.  

 

 

Adjectives to describe the 

island 

dark      shadowy             

remote      tropical         

deserted   stormy       cold         

damp       murky       

spooky      misty                

deep            enchanted      

dangerous         magical 

Sentence Openers 

  The first time,    The second time,      Shocked and amazed,     

      A moment later,     In the distance,        Hands shaking,          Unfortunately, 

              After that,    As quietly as a mouse,      Later on,          Finally, 

Feeling words 

terrified    frightened     afraid     shocked        

worried      surprised      amazed       scared     

Similes 

glowed like firelight         as cold as ice 

trembling like a leaf           like a beating drum 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWs_xC3Cfmg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWs_xC3Cfmg


 

         Ship’s Log—Rockabilly Island 

In the dead of night,  I boarded my ship and set sail for 

the mysterious island of Rockabilly. As I drew close to 

the island, I jumped gently down from my ship into the 

water. The first thing I noticed was_________________ 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Continue the description 

of what you found when 

you reached Rockabilly Is-

land below. 



Task 3: Desert Island Suitcase 

You are stranded on an island.  

Which 6 items would you take with you? 

Item  Reason(s)                            Try to give more than 1 reason if you can. 

  

  

  

  

  

  



Task 4:  SPaG challenge 

 

‘Treasure Island’ by Robert Louis Stevenson 

 

I remember him as if it were yesterday, as he came plod-
ding to the inn door, a tall, strong, heavy, nut-brown man, 
his tarry pigtail falling over the shoulder of his old blue 
coat, his hands ragged and scarred, with black, broken nails, and the cut 
across one cheek, a dirty white. I remember him looking round the cover and 
whistling to himself as he did so, and then breaking out in that old sea-song 
that he sang so often afterwards:  

          "Fifteen men on the dead man's chest— 
 

He was a very silent man mostly though. All day he hung round the cove or 
upon the cliffs with a brass telescope; all evening he sat in a corner of the 
parlour next the fire and drank rum and water very strong. Mostly he would 
not speak when spoken to, only look up sudden and fierce and blow through his 
nose like a fog-horn; and we and the people who came about our house soon 
learned to let him be.  

 

Read the text above and then: 

• Highlight all the adjectives 

• Highlight the similes  

 

• Change the words highlighted in the section below. Try and use even 

better vocabulary  to describe the man but keep a similar meaning.  

 

I remember him as if it were yesterday, as he came plodding to the inn door, 
a tall, strong, heavy, nut-brown man, his tarry pigtail falling over the shoul-
der of his old blue coat, his hands ragged and scarred, with black, broken 
nails, and the cut across one cheek, a dirty white.  

 

• Draw what you think the man looks like using the description in the story. 

What kind of person do you think he is? 



Task 5: The Storm Whale — Blurb Challenge 

Have a look at the front cover for The Storm Whale and then answer these 

questions.  

What do you think this story might be about?  

Where do you think it is set?  

Do you have any questions you want to find 

out about this book? 

Can you make some predictions based on 

clues in the picture?  

Listen to the story using the link below.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=goBE5sVAgoI   

Now have a go at writing a short blurb for the story.  

Think about the whole story and what information would make someone want 

to pick it up and read it. Remember not to give away the ending though!  

 

Here is an example of a  blurb for Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers to help you 

write your own for The Storm Whale.  

There once was a boy and one day a penguin arrives on his doorstep. The boy 

decides the penguin must be lost and tries to return him. But no one seems to 

be missing a penguin. So the boy decides to take the penguin home himself, 

and they set out in his row boat on a journey to the South Pole. But when they 

get there, the boy discovers that maybe home wasn't what the penguin was 

looking for after all!  

 

 

 

If you enjoyed the story, why not listen to what hap-

pens next to Noi in The Storm Whale in Winter.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PPtet0D2zHc  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=goBE5sVAgoI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PPtet0D2zHc

